NOTES

1.1709-48 (pages 35-62}
1.  The baptism took place so quickly because it was not ex-
pected that the child would survive. His aunt Jane confessed that
she 'would not have picked such a poor creature up in the street*
2.  Johnson's life of Sydenham appeared in the Gentleman's
Magazine in 1742.
3. Cornelius Ford was later to achieve notoriety as the convivial,
pipe-smoking parson who presides over the punch bowl at the
drunken party in Hogarth's A Modern Midnight Conversation.
4.  Elizabeth Desmoulins's husband, a Huguenot refugee, was a
master at the Birmingham Free Grammar School. In later years
she lived almost entirely upon the charity of Johnson who gave her
a home and half a guinea a week.
5.  In Johnson's opinion Sir Wolstan Dixey was an Abandoned,
brutal rascal*. His reputation for violence and ignorance was fully
deserved. He was said to have once attended a levee at one of the
royal palaces where, upon hearing the announcment, *Sir Wolstan
Dixey of Boswell Park*, George II, dredging up some recollection
of Bosworth Field from his muddled knowledge of English history,
remarked 'Bosworth - Bosworth! Big battle at Bosworth, wasn't
it?* 'Yes, Sir,' replied Sir Wolstan, 'But I thrashed him.'
6.  Garrick unkindly described Tetty as ca little painted puppet
of no value at all, quite disguised with affectation, full of odd aiis
and rural elegance ... flaring and fantastic in her dress, and
affected both in her speech and her general behaviour'. But, though
undoubtedly affected, she seems not, in fact, to have been physic-
ally unattractive and certainly not stupid.
7. 'I have beat many a fellow/ Johnson remarked complacently
when reminded of this incident in his old age, *but the rest had the
wit to hold their tongues.5
8.  Johnson was deeply attached to Richard Bathurst, a young,
rather feckless physician bom in Jamaica. He was 'a fine fellow, a
man to my heart's content', Johnson said. 'He hated a fool and be
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